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Density of abortion facilities in the four largest US cities
The number of facilities in Texas has fallen from 41 in April 2013 to 18 currently. If the US Supreme Court allows 
the decision of the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals regarding HB2 to go into effect, there will only be 9 or 10 
facilities for the entire state. New York State, which has a population about 25% smaller than Texas, had 94 
clinics in 2011.1 
Prior to HB2, the density of abortion facilities in Houston was similar to New York City, Los Angeles and 
Chicago. Currently, the density is approximately 25% lower in Houston compared to these cities. If the ASC 
requirement goes into effect in Texas, there will only be two facilities providing abortion care in this city of over 
2.2 million people. The ratio of facilities to population in Houston would be about one-quarter that of the other 
three cities. These findings raise concerns that two facilities would be unable to meet the demand for abortion 
services in the Houston metropolitan area, let alone for the larger surrounding area that has no other providers.
New York 
City
Los Angeles Chicago Houston
Apr 2013 Feb 2016 With ASC 
requirement 
enforced
Number of facilities 33 * 13 † 10 ‡ 10 § 6§ 2§
Population** 8,491,079 3,928,864 2,722,389 2,239,558 2,239,558 2,239,558
Number of abortion facilities 
per million population
3.9 3.3 3.7 4.5 2.7 0.9
Sources of data:
* New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Bureau of Vital Statistics (2013)
† ACCESS Women’s Health Justice (2016)
‡ American Civil Liberties Union of Illinois (2016)
§ Texas Policy Evaluation Project2,3  
** Population estimates for 2014 came from the US Census.4 
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The Texas Policy Evaluation Project, or TxPEP, is a five-year comprehensive effort to document and analyze the impact of the 
measures affecting reproductive health passed by the 82nd and 83rd Texas Legislatures. The project team includes researchers 
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